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THREE WORDS OF STRENGTH. 


There are three lessons I would write— 
Three words, as with a burning pen, 
In tracings of eternal light, 
Upon the hearts of men. 


Have Hope! Though clouds environ round, 
And gladness hides her face in scorn, 
Put thou the shadow from thy brow— 
No night but hath its morn. 


Have Faith! Where’er thy bark is driven— 
The calm’s disport, the tempest’s mirth— 

Know this: God rules the hosts of heaven, 
The inhabitants o. earth. 


Have Love! Not love alone for one ; 
But man, as man, thy brother call; 

And scatter, like the circling sun, 
Thy charities on all. 


Thus grave these lessons on thy soul— 
Hope, Faith and Love—and thou shalt find 
Strength when life’s surges rudest roll, 
Light when thou else wert blind. 
—Schiller. 


THE AMERICAN FREEDMEN’S AID 
COMMISSION. 


FIRST MEETING OF THE FULL BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS. 


The Commission convened at the rooms of the 
Pennsylvania Freedmen’s Relief Association, 444 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, on Wednesday, October 
llth, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, the President, 
Bishop Simpson, in the chair. 

A committee, consisting of Mr. Garrison, Dr. Wal- 
den, and the President, was appointed to prepare and 
publish an address to the public, which will shortly 
appear. 

Several select committees were raised, to whom 
sundry topics were referred for consideration and 
report. 

The subsequent action of the Commission is embod- 
ied in the several series of resolutions that follow: 


PURPOSE AND POLICY. 

Whereas, Through the rightful exercise of the war 
power for our national safety, the entire abolition of 
slavery in the so-called Southern Confederacy was 
decreed by the American Government; and 

Whereas, An extensive enlistment of the able-bod- 
ied freedmen of the South in the army of the United 
States was stimulated and secured by the Govern- 
ment for the speedy suppression of the rebellion, and 
without whose augmenting numbers and heroic ser- 


vices the terrible conflict might have been indetinitely 
prolonged; and 

| Whereas, The American Government, by thus free- 
ing, arming, and employing this class, not primarily 
| for their benefit, but for its own preservation, has 
| placed them in a position of great peril, in conse- 
| quenee of the bitterness and anger naturally engen- 
dered toward them in the breasts of their late owners 
| in special, and of the Southern white population in 
| general, and therefore has incurred obligations and 
| assumed duties in regard to their rights as a people 
| which it cannot disregard or evade without heinous 
criminality : Therefore, 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of the Commission, 
| in the work of reconstructing and admitting to the 
| Union the late rebellious States, it is the solemn duty 
| of the Government, rising above all party and sec- 
| tional considerations, and honorably discharging its 
| obligations to those by whose valor it has been up- 
| held, to impose such conditions as shal] make the 
| institutions of the country homogencous, and thus 
| give free course to the cause of education and reli- 
| gion, as well as to place the American Union upon 
| an enduring basis. 

Resolved, That this Commission deems the crisis 
too momentous to suppress the expression of its fears 
—fears based upon sufficient data—that unless such 
guarantees are secured, and such safeguards enacted, 
no protection or countenance will be given, at the 
| South, to the instruction of its freed population, and 
| thus the benificent movement now making in their 
| behalf will be paralyzed by statutory enactments or 

popular violence, and they left to perish in their ig- 
norance. 

Resolved, That this Commisssion is organized to 
prosecute with unremitting zeal and vigor the edu- 
cation of the freedmen of the South, aud that those 
who support it and unite with its efforts, feel, since 
by the will of the American Government, a people 
has been emancipated, they are bound by every con- 
sideration of honor and justice to see that they are 
furnished the means with which to secure, maintain, 
and enjoy the rights belonging to their new condition. 

Resolved, That while we rely on the representatives 
of the loyal people of the United States to take such 
measures as will secure the rights of freedom to the 
freedmen of the South, nevertheless, come what will, 
the determination of the Commission is to prosecute 
its Jabor under al! circumstances, and to press for- 
ward the good work, relying on the Providence 
which has brought us through this unprecedented 
contest, and upon the integrity and benevolence of 
the people who have prosecuted that contest to the 
end. 

Resolved, That notwithstanding the spirit of some 
of our fellow-citizens of the Southern States, who, 
since the authority of the Government has been 


| 
| 











ge¢ 


® 
i ms e 


| 
withdrawn, have forbidden our teachers to perform | 


their duties among the freedmen of their localities, 
we hope that they in time will discover they are war- 
ring against their best interests; and that he best 
secures his own rights who most liberally consents to 
the exercise of those of his neighbor. 


THE FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. 


Resolved, That we call upou Congress to maintain 


and support the Freedmen’s Bureau, because we con- 
sider the freedmen of the South as the wards of the 
eountry until their civil rights as citizens are per- 
manently established by the laws of the several 
States. 

Resolved, That this Commission desires to express 
the pleasure it has in the appointment of Major Gen- 
eral 0. O. Howard, as the Head of the Bureau of 
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands; its 
implicit confidence in his fitness for the position, and 
its earnest hope that he will have such support from 
the Government and people as may be necessary to 
give the fullest effect to his labors. 


THOROUGH AND UNIFORM ORGANIZATION. 


Whereas, The magnitude of the work contemplated 


by this Commission is of such colossal proportions as | 
to demand the widest and most efficient co-operation : | 


Therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the conviction of this Commis- 
sion, that the immediate formation of State Freed- 
men’s Aid 
North and South, with local auxiliary associations, 
and in harmonious co-operation with this body, is a 
highly desirable and important measure; and it 
therefore urges the consideration thereof upon the 
attention of the friends of the freedmen in the several 
States of the Union. 

Resolved, That in order to secure to the great work 
of benevolence and justice now demanded in behalf 


of the freedmen, the strength of harmonious action | 


and all other advantages of a national organization, 


it is very desirable that all local Freedmen’s Aid | 


Societies become auxillary to either the Eastern or 
Western Department of the American Freedmen’s 
Aid Commission, according to their location. 
Resolved, That to give unity to the work in behalf 
of the Freedmen, and to secure other objects for 
which this Commission was organized, we recom- 


mend to the societies which are constituents of the | 


departments, to adopt the title of State or local 
Freedmen’s Aid Commissions. 


TO THE CHURCHES. 


Resolved, That inasmuch as the successful operation 
of the Governmental Bureau of Freedmen at Wash- | 


ington and of the American Freedmen’s Aid Com- 
mission in protecting this class of citizens in their 
civil rights and securing their education and Chris- 
tian advancement must depend in a large measure 
upon the cordial and earnest co-operation of all 
denominations of American Christians: Therefore, 


Resolved, That we respectfully invoke the effective | 


aid aud sympathy of al) Christians in the holy work 
of lifting up the freedmen of the South from their 
present ignorance and degradation, and fitting them 
for the new rights and duties that will hereafter 
devolve upon their race in the moral, social, and 
political economy of this Republic. 
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Commissions throughout the country, | 


Resolved, That our President and Secretary be 
| requested to communicate the foregoing resolutions 
| to the Presiding Head of the House of Bishops, and 
| to the President of the House of Clerical and Lay 
delegates of the Protestant Episcopal Church, now in 
session in this city, and to other religious bodies that 
| may convene. 


| TO FOREIGN FRIENDS. 


| Resolved, That it is the grateful duty and privilege 
|of this Commission to acknowledge with sincere 
| thanks the brotherly sympathy in our work mapi- 
fested by the several foreign aid societies in Great 
| Britain and on the continent of Europe, as well as the 
| efficient and timely aid rendered by them to the cause 
| of the freedmen and humanity, by their liberal con- 
tributions in money and material. 

| We thank them for the assistance heretofore ex- 
| tended to the various lucal and State societies, now 
| forming integral parts of this Commission, and assure 
|them that our present comprehensive organization 
| will enable us to render any future contribution from 
| them still more effective for the education and ele- 
| vation of the freed people throughout the whole of 
our country. 

| SELF HELP. 

| Resolved, That the freedmen of the South should be 
} encouraged to support the schools established for 
| their benefit among them, to the extent of their 
ability. 

The Commission adjourned at noon on the 12th, to 
meet on Thursday, November 9th. 
characterized by earnestness and freedom of debate 
with perfect unanimity in conclusions. 


The sessions were 


A PUBLIC MELTING. 

| Was held on the evening of the llth in the Acade- 
my of Music, at which not less than four thousand 
persons were snpposed to be present. The audience 

seemed surcharged with generous enthusiasm, respon- 

ding to the earnest utterances of the eloquent speak- 

ers with even more earnest applause. 

The venerable Bishop McIlvaine, President of the 
Western Department, presided at the opening of the 
exercises, introducing the Rev. Dr. Yarnall, who 
offered prayer. 

The Bishop then addressed the audience briefly, 
but with great fervor, and introduced Bishop Simp- 
son, the President of the Commission, who made a 
succinct and comprehensive statement of the origin 
and purposes of the Commission, and its confidence 
| in the abundant support of all loyal citizens. 

Mr. J. M. McKim, Secretary of the Eastern De- 
partment, read the following letter from General 
Howard: 

} War DepartTMENt, 

| Bureau oF Rervucees, FResDMEN AND ABANDONED LANDS, 

WasuINGTon, October 9, 1865. 
My Dear Sir: I have just received your kind letter, 

By judicious effort very much may 

The want 


| and hasten to reply. 
| be done in the way of education in the South. 
ot money, the peculiar habits of a lifetime, and the preju- 
dices necessarily existiug, render the Southern com- 
munities for the most part unprepared to educate their 
poor, both white and black. 
Education underlies every hope of success for the 
| freedmen.. This education must, of courss, extend 
| rather to the practical arts than to theoretical knowledge. 
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Everything depends on the youth and the children be- 
ing thoroughly instructed in every industrial pursuit. 
Through education, embracing moral and religious train- 
ing, the fearful prejudice and hostility against the blacks 
They themselves will be able to 
demand and receive both privileges and rights that we 


can be overcome. 


now have difficulty to guarantee. Therefore 1 earnestly 
entreat benevolent associations to leave no stone unturn- 
ed to give them the opportunities for gaining knowledge. 

I would enjoy being with you at your meeting in Phil- 
adelphia, but my orders carry me in the other direction. 
Do everything you possibly can for the elevation of the 
freedmen. My impression is, that hundreds, and per- 
haps thousands, of Southern pecple would be ready to 
They 
acknowledge their necessities, ani, as in Louisiana, a 

I 
My 
must turn to the societies, 
What 
are the people willing to do to secure the blessings al- 


aid you if they were approached in the right way. 


large number of native teachers will work fur wages. 
am often asked what I can do in the way of aid. 

Not mach.” I 
now. and ask them what they can do to aid me? 


answer is, “ 


most within our grasp—the blessiugs of substantial free- 
Whether iv a moral or politi- 
cal point of view, I believe every thinking man is ready 
to admit that we will stand or fall as a nation according 
as Wwe are true to principle—according to our fidelity to 
the trusts evidently committed to us. 

0. 0. HOWARD, 

Major General. 


Jom and enduring peace? 


Very truly, yours, 


And another from George H. Stuart, Esq., Presi- 
dent of the United States Christian Commission, of 
which the material portion is the following: 


The object of your meeting is one which cannot fail to 
ommend itself to the heart of every true Christian, pa- 


triot, and philanthropist. The providence of God in over- ; 


ruling the late terrible contest for some of the most wise 
and beneficent purposes, has brought before the Ameri- 
can people no problem of greater importance than that 
which relates to the freedmen of the South. It is to the 
great work of improving their condition physically, soci 
ally, morally, and intellectually, that the energies of the 
country should now be, in a great measure, directed. 
this is a duty which we owe to them—a debt which it is 
bligatory for us to pay. 

Through long years of unrequited and involuntary 
toil, suffering all the horrors of servitude, they added by 
their forced yet productive labor to ‘he material wealth 
f the country, and thereby identified themselves with 
Add to this 
the fact that in the recent struggle with slavery their 


the advancement of its material prosperity. 


blood was freely shed with that of their compatriots from 


other portions of our land, and their claim to the con- | 


siderate care of the Christian and the patriot must be 
conceded. 

They stand before us to-day with the chains of slavery 
broken. They demand as a right, in the name of justice 
and humanity, that we do something to destroy the 
elects of their long and bitter years of oppression and 
bondage fastened upon them by unholy legislation. 

We shall be recreant in our duty to God and our 
country if this appeal is despised. We are to educate 
the freedman ; we are to recognize his right to manhood; 
Weare to prepare him for taking the advance step from 
the status of the freedman to that of the freeman, and to 
exercise the privileges of such. By our conduct as well 
48 our professions, we are to evidence our belief in that 


fundamental truth of the great charter of freedom—*“All 
men are created free and equal.” 

In our efforts, and in our successes in this direction, 
we will at the same time be doing much to hasten the 
period when an uvholy and unchristian prejudice, now 
so sadly predominant against our colored population, 
shall be crushed out, and the divine principle acknowl- 
edged as relating even to them who are the poorest and 
most lowly of earth: “All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” 


Rev. Dr. Bellows, President of the United States 
Sanitary Commission, followed in an earnest and 
eloquent address, representing the exceeding import- 
ance of early, thorough, and extensive organization, 
and declaring that the loyal citizens of the North, 
especially those who had learned in labors for the 
Sanitary and Christian Commissions the luxury of 
giving to a great cause continuously and largely, 
ought to place at the disposal of the American Freed- 
men’s Aid Commission within the next twelve months 
not less than five millions of dollars; and predicting 
that an early investment of such a sum would not 
only carry the work of educating the four millions of 
ex-slaves so far that it could never go back, but 
would carry it so far that the pupils themselves would 
be abie,to continue it to complete success. 

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher came forward amid 
thunders of applause, and made one of his happiest 
addresses, bespeaking for the ex-slave a Christian 
welcome to Christian civilization. 

Mr, William Lloyd Garrison, first Vice President 
of the Commission, followed with a careful and co- 
gent restatement of views for more than thirty years 
misunderstood and rejected; now happily received 
with eager intelligence and hearty approbation by 





the large majority of the best citizens. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN 
FREEDMEN’S AID COMMISSION. 


| Article 1. This organization shall be known as 

‘“* THe AMERICAN FREEDMEN’S AID COMMISSION.” 
Artic’e 2. [ts object shall be to promote the educa- 
tion and elevation of the Freedmen, and to co-operate 
| to this end with the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, 
and Abandoned Lands. 

Article 3. The Commission shall consist of gentle- 
men hereinafter named, their associates and succes- 
sors; and shall have power to appoint and remove at 
discretion its own Officers; shall elect Associates at 
discretion; shall audit the accounts of its Officers, 
make necessary Regulations; and be responsible for 
the efficiency and fidelity of its Agents; shall not 
permit its number to diminish, but shall fill its own 
vacancies from two or more persons named by the 
Department in which the vacancy may occur. 

Article 4. The Commission shal! comprise an East- 
ern and a Western Department; the Presidents and 
Corresponding Secretaries of which shall be, ex-officio, 
members of the Commission. Each Department shall 
be independent of the other so far as the collection ot 
money and goods, and the selection, supervision and 
payment of Teachers and Agents may be concerned. 
These Departments shall be organized, in the East, 
under the auspices of the American Freedmen’s Aid 
Union; and in the West, under the auspices of the 
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united Western and Northwestern Freedmen’s aia| Stephen Colwell, Francis R. Cope, J. E. Rhoads, 

Commissions. Joseph Parrish, John P. Crozer, Philips Brooks, 
Article 5. The Officers of the Commission shall be a William Still— Philadelphia. 

President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Hugh L. Bond, Archibald Stirling, jr., Evans Ro- 

Secretary, and an Associate Secretary, (one of whom | gers, W‘lliam J. Albert— Baltimore. 


shall reside in Washington.) and a Treasurer. Sayles J. Bowen— Washington. 
Article 6. The Board of Managers shall consist of} C.G. Hussey, John B. Clark, William H. Howard 
the Officers of the Commission, and the Correspond- | — Pittsburg. 


ing Secretaries of the Departments, together with| Levi Coffin, Adam Poe, D. H. Allen, Bellamy 
five Delegates from each Department; and it shall | Storer— Cincinnati. 
finally decide, subject to the revision of the Commis-| Calvin Fletcher— Indianapolis. 
sion, al] questions relating to the general policy and| J. S. Newberry, L. F. Mellen, Joseph Perkins— 
action of the Commission. Cleveland. 
Article 7. Teachers and Agents shall be accredited | James H. Fairchild—Oberlin, O. 
in the name of the AMERICAN FREEDMEN’S AID | Daniel A. Payne—Xenia, O. 
Commission; their credentials being attested by the; George Duffield— Detroit. 


President and one of the Secretaries, and counter-| Charles S. May— Kalamazoo, Mich. 


signed by the Corresponding Secretary of the Depart-| R. W. Patterson, W. W. Patton, Grant Goodrich 
ment from which they issue. —Chicago. 
Article 8. Each Department shall account to the} James E. Yeatman, William H. Elliott, George 
General Treasurer for all moneys received and ex- Partridge, T. M. Post—St. Louis. 
pended, and for all goods received and distributed. | William De Loss Love, W. S. Carter—Mihoaukee. 
Article 9. Contributions from Europe, the Pacific} 8. J.R.McMillan—Saint Paul. 
Coast, and other common sources, shall go into the| James B. Roberts, Jesse T. Peck—San Francisco. 
General Treasury, unless otherwise directed by the} Abram M. Taylor, John P. Wood, Charles T. Cof- 
contributors. Funds in the General Treasury shall | fin, Robert Morrison— Society of Friends in the West. 
be distributed by the Board of Managers to the De-| _4rticle 12. The Commission shall meet in Philadel- 
partments, or otherwise applied for the purposes of! phia on Wednesday, October 11, 1865, and thereafter 
the Commission. The General Treasurer shall make | ag it shall determine. 
to the Commission an Annual Exhibit of all receipts} Article 18. This Constitution may be amended by 
and disbursements. | the Commission at any regularly called meeting, pro- 
Article 10. The General Secretary shall make an | yided previous notice of the changes proposed shall 
Annual Report to the Commission; which, with the | have accompanied the convening call. 
Annual Exhibit of the General Treasurer, shall be | 
published, under the direction of the Board of Man-| 


agers. } 
“eae ll. The persons next hereinafter named, | ema? 4 Faos Tas 

their associates and successors, shall constitute the | 

Commission : | General Howard, in his admirable and in- 
President—MATTHEW SIMPSON, Philadelphia. | structive address before the Maine Freedmen’s 


First Vice-President—Wittiau Liorp in Relief Association, a fortnight ago, said, in 


Boston. ' . . i . . 
Second Vice-President —CHARLES G. Hauwonp, | Peaking of the possibility of the white and 


Chicago |black races living together at the South in 
* Secretary—J ACOB R. SHIPHERD, Washington. | peace and unity: 


Treasurer—GEORGE C. Warp, New York. | 
| Letmetell you my method of solving the problem— 


: | how to rid ourselves of this prejudice. It is, get 
Hucu L. Bonn, Baltimore, President of the East-| more of the spirit of Christ. That will substitute 


EX-OFFICIO. 


ern Department. — | love for hate in our prejudices. But you will say, 
J. Mitter McKim, New York, Secretary of the | This is not practical; the love of Christ is not so 
Kastern Department. | wide-spread 2s to render this available.” Well, 


CHARLES I. McILVAINE, Cincinnati, President of then, interest will do it. 
the Western Department. 
Joun M. WALDEN, Chicago, Secretary of the West- 
ern Department. says, in a spirit not, we admit, characteristic 


Commenting on this, the New York Times 


John Parkman, Thomas Russell, Jacob M. Man- | of the paper: 


ning, Edward L Pierce, William Claflin—Bosion. 
Very unusual sort of talk, this, for the stump, and 


Jobn G. Whittier—Amesbury, Massachusetts. | 
Samuel Coney, Augusta, Maine. | calculated, we fear, to be exceedingly distasteful to 


William A. Buckingham— Norwich, Connecticut. | that wholesome public sentiment which turns with 
Francis G. Shaw, John Jay, Robert Haydock, | indifference from every species of sectarian shibboleth, 
Henry Ward Beecher, Joseph P. Thompson, George | and reprobates the needless introduction of religious 
Whipple—New York. | consideration into secular discussions. If General 
ar : wey : ree - | Howard could be transferred into some terribly- 
* Nore.—The Commission decided it inexpedient to fill swearing department—some army of Flanders—he 


the office of General Secretary at present. and instructed |. —, 
the Associate Secretary to pertorm the general duties of | might be useful as a missionary. We donet, how 


Secrvtaryship ad interim, under the title of “Secretary.” | ever, believe that his preaching will solve the great 
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problem involved in the condition of the emancipated 
negro. 

Now, in our opinion, many wise things as 
General Howard said in the course of his 
address, this was, perhaps, the wisest, for 
there is nothing more certain, historically, 
than that, during the last eighteen hundred 
years, no other agency has been so potential 
in enabling men of all races and conditions to 
dwell peaceably together, in effacing distinc- 
tions, and in diffusing the sense of human 
brotherhood, as this very ‘spirit of Christ.” 
It overthrew slavery in the Roman Empire ; 
it gave the first great impetus to the abolition 
of serfdom in modern Europe; and certainly, 
if it was not to the more general application 
of Christian teaching to the conduct of politi- 
eal and social life that we owed the commence- 
ment and the success of the emancipation 
movement in our day, we know not to what 
we did owe it. And, much importance as we 
attach to wise legislation and vigorous enforce- 


ment of the laws, we sincerely believe that | 


the final and complete triumph of order 
and justice at the South, the general diffusion 
through the white population of a feeling of 
respect for the rights of negroes, and the 
permanent foundation on the ruins of slavery 
of a stable, orderly, peaceable, and prosperous 


society, will only come when the Southern 
people have imbibed more of the ‘spirit of 
Christ” than has yet fallen to their lot. Any- 
body who sets about reorganizing Southern | 
society without recognizing this influence in 
his calculations, would prove himself not a 
statesman, but a charlatan. And itis because 
we desire to see this spirit do its work, and | 
do it as speedily as possible, that we rejoice | 
to see slaveholding brutality and violence re- 
strained in the meantime by the strong arm 


of the law. No moral agency can act effect- 


ively on men who are allowed, day by day, to 
gratify their devilish passions, their hatred 
of weakness, their ferocious pride of race and 
color. Look at the case of the Virginia shoe- | 
maker of whom our correspondent speaks, 
who declares that nothing so moves him to 
“cut a nigger’s throat from ear to ear’ as to 
The 
first thing to be done with a barbarian of this 


see him testifying in a court of justice. 


sort is, of course, to restrain him from the} 
commission of evil by the strong arm of the | 
law, but what, we should like to know, will 
ever banish the anti-social passions from his | 
heart, and give him a right sense of what he 


owes to his neighbor, if it be not the spirit of 
Christianity ? 

General Howard’s language is, we admit, 
“‘very unusual sort of talk for the stump,” 
and more is the pity. We dislike as much as 
anybody the practice of dragging in religious 
ideas or religious allusions to give weight and 
eclat to every trumpery proposition that may 
be propounded on the ordinary topics of the 
day, in the press or on the platform. But no 
discussion of the right or wrong of slavery, 
no inquiry into the claims of men, as men, to 
equality before the law, in which the teach- 


ings of Christianity are not acknowledged to 





be the final source of instruction and confi- 


dence, can ever bear any real fruit. And no 


settlement of affairs at the South which is not 
in the eye of the people clothed with this 


supreme sanction, will, we fear, ever prove 


lasting or satisfactory, for no laws which are 
not supported by the moral sense of the com- 
munity can ever be thoroughly efficient. 





The trouble with Southern society in time 
| past has been that it has been practically a 
pagan society. The separation between re- 
| ligion and morals in it has been all but com- 
| plete ; the restriction of men to custom as 
their sole rule of life, all but general. They 
had borrowed their political and social philoso- 
phy from heathen Rome, with simply a little 
tincture in it of the amenities of modern civil- 
ization. Aristotle and Cato furnished the 
sources from which Southern statesmen and 


patriarchs drew their social science, and prob- 


|ably nothing in modern times has done so 


much to shake the hold of the Church on what 
was best among the people, as the shameless 
facility with which she lent her sanction to 


plantation theories of human relations. So 


that it is now, and now only, that the social 


influence of Christian teaching can be fairly 
tried at the South, and we for our part are 
satisfied that the final pacification must come 
from it—from the thorough perception of the 
equality of men, and the thorough apprehen- 


sion of the legal consequences which flow 


from it, which the modern world has derived 


from the diffusion of the spirit of Christ, and, 


we might almost say, from this alone. 


TuereE is certainly no rarer, more amiable 
and candid quality, than habitual justice to 
the motives of people not in our set, and not 
subject to our influences. 
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TERMS. 
Single copies 
Ten do 
Fifty 


Invariably in advance 


ALL COMMUNICATIONS relating to the BULLETIN, 
to secure attention, must be addressed—*‘ Rev. J. M. 
Walden, Box 2747, Chicago, II!.” Enclosures of 
money are at the risk of the senders. 

Any accredited agent of the American Freedmen’s 
Aid Commission is authorized to receive subscriptions 
and receipt for moneys in the publisher’s name. 

Officers of recognized auxiliaries are requested to 
interest themselves in extending our circulation. All 
lists of names, however, must be accompanied by the 
money. 


Epirors who may receive this paper occasionally 
or regularly, are respectfully requested to notice the 
Commission and its work, and to reprint extracts 
from our correspondence in the field 

We shall be glad to exchange regularly with any 
paper that does this 

Exchanges must be addressed “* FREEDMEN’s BUL- 
LETIN, Box 2747, Chicago, Il.” 


THE CONSOLIDATION. 
24th 


was held in the city of New York, at which 


On the of August last, a convention 


were representatives, formal or informal, 


from all the leading Freedmen’s Aid Socie- 
ties, including those whose principal offices 
have been located at Boston, New York, Phil- 
adelphia, Cincinnati 


Pittsburg, Baltimore, 


and Chicago; and as the result of a full com- 
parison of views, it was agreed that the time 
had come for ending the fragmentary and 
multiform character of the relief and educa- 
tional work as heretofore carried on, by the 
organization of a single national commission, 
in which all existing organizations might with 
slight changes find places as branches, and to 
which the auxiliaries of the late Sanitary and 
Christian Commissions might be invited, to- 
gether with all other loyal bodies and individ- 
uals who see the great work of REPARATION 
be dk ne 


either safe from perils visibly impending, or 


yet to before the Republic can be 
just before the conscience of the world and 
the eye of Heaven. 

The essential data for a Constitution were 
agreed to, and referred to a select committee 
to be wrought into form for subsequent revi- 
the for- 


at this meeting were sev- 


Meanwhile associations not 


sion. 
mally represented 
erally consulted, and at a second meeting, 


held on the 19th of September, the draft sub- 


jordered to be published. 


mitted by the committee, after amendment, 
was agreed to by delegates fully accredited 
with general powers; and as agreed to, was 
Our readers have 
already observed the text upon the first page 
of this number. 

The practical working of the new organiza- 
tion, if it shall receive the generous patron- 
age which its managers will do their best to 
merit, will be to strengthen and vitalize every 
local branch, larger or smaller, and at the 
same time to concentrate in the central Board 
of Managers, and the general Secretaries, a 
representative dignity and leverage of power 
which no one of the branches as an indepen- 
dency could ever attain. 

Whatever our generous hopes may be in 
regard to the sincerity of the formal submis- 
of the 


States to the authority of the government, it 


sion white citizens of the Southern 
would require more than ordinary credu 
to believe that human nature at the South is 
so unlike human nature anywhere else, that 
there will be no tardiness in conforming at 
once to the proposed new order of things; 
that masters accustomed to hold the lives and 
limbs of black men entirely at will, subject 
not even to the restraints of a decent public 
sentiment, will instantly, in submission to the 
mandate of one man, and he no longer living, 
be content to receive those same black men as 
neighbors and fellow citizens. 

If at any time during the last thirty ye: 
the oppressed millions of the Southern States 
have needed strong and vigilant friends, the 
All 


the advantages of strength secured by perfect 


need has neither changed nor abated. 


union, by a national organization which shall 
find its constituency in every school district in 
every loyal State, and which shall speak, 
when it would be heard, with the voice of 
millions,—is needed now, and will be needed, 
perhaps, for years to come. 

Until the wrongs of two hundred years are 
RIGHTED ; until aut the restitutions demand- 
ed from Heaven have been cordially prom- 
ised; no patriot, no philanthropist, certainly 
no Christian, can consider the duty of the 


nation tothese millions fulfilled. 


THE NATIONAL THANKSGIVING. 

The day of Thanksgiving is near at hand, 
and we trust that all loyal churches through- 
out the Northwest will, in their thank-offer- 
ings, remember the National Freedmen. 
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MONEY. 

The estimates of the Associate Secretary of 
the Consolidated Commission for the year 
ending October 1, 1866, aggregate $4,800,000, 
or one dollar and twenty cents for each freed 
person. 

These figures are very much larger than 
the total expenditures of last year, and neces- 
sarily so: the expenditures of last year 
sufficed rather to reveal the work to be done, 
than to do it; and even explorations were con- 
fined to less than half the territory now opening. 

There seems to have fallen upon the good 
people of the Northern States a reactive quiet 
after the intense excitement of the struggle of 
arms; and the flow of gifts which signalized 
the patriotism of the people not less than the 
valor of the army and navy, has shrunken | 
away, or quite ceased. 

The care of these released bondmen, and 


their establishment in free and comfortable 


homes, is not less the national duty than was 
the care of the boys in blue while they strug- 
gled at the front. It is not, indeed, a duty so | 
obvious to the instinct of self-defense, and still 

less clear to the eyes of self-seekers; but the | 
statesman, the patriot and the Christian need 

no instruction, if they need even a reminder, 
that to pause where we are would be to pause | 
most unwisely and unjustly. After despoiling | 
a race for two hundred years, it will not suffice 


to barely cease despoiling, without restoring 


at least a fractional per centage; and after | 
conquering upon the field, it will hardly be | 
creditable to be beaten in the government. | 

One dollar within the next six months will | 
be worth five dollars three years hence: five | 
millions wisely expended in 1866 will be bet- | 
ter than ten millions in 1867. For the ques- 


tion of the prosperity of the Republic is the | 
question of the status of the ex-slaves ; and | 
the question of the status of the ex-slaves is | 
the question of their Fitness for citizenship. | 

How then shall they be fit unless they are | 
fitted? And how shall they be fitted without 
teachers ? 
sent? And how shall he be sent without 
MONEY? 

Who, then, will give this year that did not 


And who will teach unless he be 


give last year? And who that gave last year | 
will give more this year ? 

Upon such shall be the blessing of those | 
who are now ready to perish, and the best | 


blessing of Heaven. 


|will necessarily, extending 


THE AMERICAN FREEDMEN’S AID 


COMMISSION. 


An epitome of the working plan of the 
consolidated Commission will perhaps not be 
unwelcome to our working readers. 

1. The Commission is an unit: not a con- 
federation, but a consolidation. There is now, 
and is to be hereafter, but one Freedmen’s 
{id Commission in the United States. 

2. There are to be two general Seeretaries ; 
one at New York (probably) who shall have 
the title of General Secretary, and be the 
rank, but 
chiefly Northward, looking towards negotia- 


senior in whose duties will lie 
tions with the constituency of the Commission. 
The other, with the title of Associate Secre- 
tary, will reside at Washington, and is charged 


with all negotiations with the Freedmen’s 


| Bureau, and with the Government, and with 


the immediate supervision of the work South- 
ward. 

The duties of both these officers, however, 
over s0 large 
fields, be general, and cannot descend to de- 
tails. 

3. Provision is made, therefore, for a divi- 
sion of the country in two departments, an 
Eastern and a Western, with a Corresponding 
Secretary in each, who shall have the imme- 


diate supervision of all details, including the 


| selection, appointment, direction and payment 


of teachers and agents, within his own de- 
partment, subject to the general policy of the 
general officers. 

4. The officers of the Commission; that is 
to say, the president, vice presidents, general 
secretaries, the departmental secretaries, and 
the treasurer, together with five delegates 
from each department, constitute the Board 
of Managers; which meets monthly, and of- 


tener as may be necessary, for the discussion 


}and decision of questions of policy, and for 


the appropriation of funds and the auditing 
of accounts. 
5. The full Commission held its first session 


in Philadelphia on the 11th of October, and 


| will meet quarterly, or as may be found wise, 


for the final adjustment of such questions as 
it may choose to entertain, and of such as 
may be referred to it by appeal from the deci- 
sion of the Board of Managers, or otherwise. 


6. Organizations heretofore existing as in- 


| dependencies, or as auxiliaries of indepen- 


dencies, find their new status without difficulty 
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as local branches of the general Commission, 





l 
| Freedmen, he has won the respect of those in 


immediately auxiliary to the general office of | Military authority, and the love and confidence 


the department in which they are found. 
Thus the Western and Northwestern Com- 
missiuns, taken jointly, constitute (with their 


auxiliaries as parts of themselves) thé nucleus | 


of the Western Department, to which may be 
added all existing organizations (if any) not 
heretofore included in these. 

Local organizations, covering a township, a 
county or a State, may be continued with no 
other change than a change of title, as branches 
of the general Commission located in the West- 
ern Department, and reporting to its officers. 

7. Teachers and agents may be nominated 
by any branch interested in their mainten- 
ance, but are to be commissioned only from the 


principal office of the department, and will 


report to it so far as required. So much is 
necessary to reasonable efficiency. 

8. The office of the Eastern Department is 
located at 69 Nassau st., New York; J. Miller 
McKim, Secretary. The office of the Western 
Department is located at 25 Lombard Block, 
(109 Monroe st.,) Chicago; Rev. John M. 
Walden, D. D., Secretary. 

9. The Commission will receive the leading 
if not the exclusive patronage of the Freed- 
men’s Bureau, for the relief and educational 
work among the freed people, as the Ameri- 
ean Union Commission receives similar en- 
dorsement for benevolent labor among the 
destitute whites; it will stand before the 
country, therefore, without a rival or a peer; 
and unless some new reason to the contrary 


shall arise, may safely receive the unhesitat- | 


ing patronage of all good citizens. 

10. Further details in regard to the work- 
ing organization of the Western Department, 
if such are desired, may be learned by corres- 
pondence with the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment, whose post office address is Box 2747. 

11. All correspondence in regard to details 
should be addressed to the Secretary of the 
Department. Enquiries concerning the policy 
of the Government, or suggestions concerning 
the same, together with communications in 
regard to the policy of the Commission South- 
ward, should be addressed to the Associate 
Secretary at Washington, D.C., Lock Box 54. 


WE regret to state that Dr. Charles H. Roe, 
who has so long and faithfully acted as agent 
of this Commission, has retired from the work. 
Wherever he has gone in his labors for the 


of the teachers. His heart is in the cause, 
and we shall look still for his generous sym- 
| pathy and co-operation. 


| TRANSITION. 


| late Secretary of the late Northwestern Freed- 


This issue is prepared for the press as the 


'men’s Aid Commission is transferring the 
| assets and obligations of his office to the new 
| Secretary of the Western Department of the 
American Freedmen’s Aid Commission. The 
\finger-prints of both officers are therefore 
found in these pages. Hereafter, the new 
Secretary alone will be responsible for what 
|may or may not appear. 
| The retiring officer, who writes this article, 
|} takes such leave of his Northwestern constitu- 
ency as the conditions require, with sensations 
of mingled satisfaction and regret. 
He is conscious of withdrawing from imme- 
|diate connection with a large body of the 
| noblest men and women in the West, towards 


whom he has learned to cherish fraternal 
sentiments of no ordinary strength. They 
have given him, for more than a year anda 
half, a most generous co-operation in labors 
of delicacy, difiiculty and constant self-denial. 
They have cheered him with marks of confi- 
dence and approbation which would repay 
much costlier earning, and have shown in all 
| their forbearance with him, the depth of their 
interest in the freedman. 

He cannot doubt, therefore, that an equally 

generous support will be given to his imme- 
| diate successor; and, thus continued to the 
‘common cause, will avail not less for the gen- 
eral officer in his new labors, who goes to the 
front because he has reason to believe that 
behind him will stand in solid phalanx not 
only the thousands with whom he has wrought 
hitherto, but other scores and hundreds of 
thousands in every loyal State from Maine to 
California. 

He goes, however, to duties far more labo- 
rious, delicate, difficult and self-denying than 
those which now in the retrospect seem rather 
like amusements ; and cannot go without first 
entreating the forbearance, the continued 
confidence, and the unstinted assistance of 
every friend of the freedman. The sky still 
lowers; the horizon is lurid with the rem- 
nants of unspent storms. The future is known 

| only in Heaven. 
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FIRST WORDS. 


THE CHANGES mentioned above, and else- 
where recorded in detail, must be regarded 
with solicitude by friends of the great cause 
the American 


for the promotion of which 





Freedmen’s Aid Commission has been created, 
especially by those friends who have hitherto 
labored the 
Associations affected by the transition. The 
wise and prudent men, through whose coun- 


through or co-operated with 


sel and effort these changes have mainly been 
effected, have felt that when 
become accustomed to work for any object 
through certain agencies, and in co-operation 
such relations should | 


with certain persons, 


not be disturbed except for weighty and| 
imperé ative reasons. 

The result now attained is the realization of | 
an earnest desire cherished for many months 
past by the best and most active friends of the | 
This 


recent rapid expansion of the work to be done 


cause. end, though hastened by the 


for the Freedmen, had its origin in a common 
and deep conviction that the national and | 
this work required a 


catholic nature of 


national and catholic organization for its 
efficient and successful prosecution 

Care has been taken only to make such 
modifications and changes 
necessary to secure the end in view, and in 
effecting these, the control of the new organi- 
zation has beeen continued chiefly in 
hands of those persons who have been the 


The 


exception to this is that change, noted above, 


representatives of the cause in the past. 


which brings into the office of Secretary of the | 


Western Department one hitherto known only 
to a portion of its constituency. 

He is conscious that these conditions may 
occasion some apprehension, but, 
officers of the Department being widely known 
and implicity confided in, he believes that the 
will 


interest, the generous support hitherto given 


cause receive, without abatement of | 


to it throughout the West. The only assurance 
he can give is that he brings to the office an 
experience as Corresponding Secretary of the 
Western Freedmen’s Aid Commission for the | 
past two years, and that he enters upon the 
more general work now assigned him with a | 
purpose to devote himself to its requirements. | 





In view of the nature and magnitude of the | 
work in the West, he enters upon these new | 
duties with misgiviugs as to himself, yet with 








communities | 


as were really | 


the | 


the other 


| fifteen systems of collecting agencies, each 





great confidence in the ultimate efficiency of 
the general organization, and an implicit faith 


in the success of the cause. The immediate 
and hearty co-operation of all who have 
hitherto labored, 


expected, 


is earnestly sought and 





for upon this co-operation more 


|than upon all else, the present efficiency of 
the Commission must depend. 


THE CONGREGATIONALISTS AND 
THE COMMISSION. 





The action of the great National Council 
|held at Boston in June last, recommending 
| the Congregational Churches of the country 
| to prepare for the evangelization of the South 
| by doubling the incomes of their various mis- 


| sionary organizations for the next fiscal year, 


having led some pastors and churches errone- 

ously to suppose that these ecclesiastical or- 
ganizations would do for the freed people all 
i that is needful, and that the duty of Congre- 


| gationalists towards these beneficiaries might 

be 
|mendation of 

r 

| with whom the call for the Counci 
was called and held at Chicago on the 3d and 

| 4th of October, Rev. M. E. Strieby, Secreta- 


discharged by the fulfilment of the recom- 
the Council,—a conference of 
eading pastors in the West, including those 


il originated, 


ry of the American Missionary Association, 
| being present, and cordially assenting to the 
conclusion unanimously reached, and embod- 
ied in the paper below. 

From this paper it will be seen that the 
| Congregational denomination will not abate 
jits cordial co-operation with the Freedmen’s 
Aid but 
| catholic, comprehensive and important work ; 


Commission, fully recognizes its 
|} and while it will vigorously push its mission- 


|ary work. through its various ecclesiastical 


channels, it will by no means neglect the great 

| eleemosynary, educational and political work 
| which can only be effectively done through a 
catholic organization. 

The wisdom of this policy will be more and 
more approved by trial, and will be chosen, 
| we trust, by all the denominations who may 
| be in doubt. The attempt to do the eleemo- 

synary and educational work in connection 


| 


| with church extension, might be successful, if 


there were but one church, and all friends of 
the freed people were churchmen. 

But when twelve or fifteen independent 
denominations propose to establish twelve or 
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appealing to all classes, and so distracting 
each community with twelve or fifteen calls 
from as many rivals; and upon every impor- 
tant part of the operating field as many rival 
exploring agents and superintendents appear, 
clamoring before the authorities for preced- 
ence in patronage ; and finally, at least two- 
thirds of these, when once at work, make the 
educational interest secondary to the multi- 
plication of members; a result is reached 
which Secretary Chase predicted at the outset 
as only to be averted by a catholic commission, 
and which General Howard very recently de- 
clared would drive him to despair. 

The only wise policy is to separate the edu- 
cational work from the ecclesiastical, as the 
two are separated at the North. A church 
school is necessary to Romanism, but is not 
necessary nor even advantageous to Protest- 
administration 


antism. A just and impartial 


of a catholic commission will so regulate ap- 
pointments that all contributors with known 
preferences will be represented in the field in 
the ratio of their contributions. Nothing is 
easier therefore than for Protestant churches 


» provide the means for furnishing to the 


ti 
South thousands of christian teachers, whose 


christian influence will be none the weaker, 
but all the stronger for being free and sponta- 
neous. 

The result of the important conference above 
referred to follows next: 

TO THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES OF THE WEST. 

The American Missionary Association invited those 
whose names are undersigned, with others providen- 
tially hindered from attending, to a conference in 
Chicago, previous to the late meeting of the American 
Board, with respect to the measures to be pursued at 
the West in securing the $250,000 recommended by 
the National Council at Boston to be raised for the 
Freedmen through that society. 

This conference was occasioned by the operations 
of the Northwestern Freedmen’s Aid Commission in 
this section, and the fact that the American Mission- 
ary Association, though the oldest and most important 
of the laborers in this work, had withheld its collect- 
ing agencies from the Western field for the last eight- 
een months in order not to distract the public mind 
by a double application, and with the understanding 
that the work of the Freedmen’s Aid Commission was 
temporary, and would probably close soon after the 
armed conflict. Having sought Divine guidance in 
prayer, several hours were spent in listening to state- 
ments from Rev. Mr. Strieby, Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Missionary Association, and Rev. J. R. Shipherd, 
Secretary of the American Freedmen’s Aid Commis- 
sion, and in a comparison of views one with another, 
when the following result was reached : 

1. We advise the American Missionary Association to 
institute at once effective arrangements for reaching 
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every Congregational] Church in the West, as 
the East; that we may act unitedly and immediately, as 


well as in 


| & denomination, in regard to the great cause. 


The $250,000 can be secured only by such united ac 
tion, from which the churches in the West will have no 
disposition to excuse themselves, seeing that they were 
fully represented in the National Council, and concerned 
in its results. Moreover, now that the war is ended and 
the field open. it is our solemn duty as churches to carry 
on as rapidly as possible a distinctive Christian work, in 
the faith that the gospel is the true pioneer of civilization 
and the guardian of liberty, and that it alone can save 
for the 
more secular benefit of the Freedmen can do that founda- 


the souls of whites or blacks. No organization 
tion work which must not be delayed, and which the 


American Missionary Association aims at even in its 


educational and churitab!e efforts. Let every Congrega- 
tional Church place this Association in its permanent 
list for annual collections, and do its part the present 
year toward raising the $250,000. 

2. We also judge that for the time being, in view of 
the yet unsettled civil condition of the South, it is ex 
pedient to use the American Freedmen’s Aid Commission 
a8 an organ of the loyal citizens of the country, through 
which to extend protection to the Freedmen, to relieve 
their wants, to provide for their orphans, to establish 
schools. to encourage their industry. and to bring an 
to upon the favor of 
justice and political equality. this 
nature must be promoted, and such a united Commission 


influence bear Government in 


Secular ends of 
will receive the support of many who will not care for 
the religious work, (or whose demominations have pro 
vided no organization to do it,) and will also enjoy th 
favor of the Freedmen’s Bureau while that continues. 
Hence, through public mee. ings or individual donatiovs 
it should receive necessary support, even though there is 
an inconvenience in a double »ppeal for the same class 
of beneficiaries. Time and the events of Providence wiil 
show which organizations have a temporary and which 
a@ permanent work. 

W. W. Patton, Chicago. 

EDWARD BEECHER, Galesburg. 

Wm. DeLoss Love, Milwaukee. 

WILLIAM SALTER, Burlington, Iowa. 

GEORGE F. MaGown, Grinnell, Iowa. 

W. B. WiLiiams, Charlotte, Mich. 

The undersigned being present at the meeting of 

the American Board, and having read the preceding 
result of conference, concur in the judgment ex- 


pressed, 
J. M. SturTEVANT, Jacksonville, Ill. 
8. C, BARTLETT, Chicago, Jil. 
F. W. Fisk, “ a 
T. M. Post, St. Louis, Mo. 
W. E. MERRIMAN, Ripon. Wis. 
J. GUERNSEY, Dubuque, Iowa. 


Wm. Lioyp Garrison.—It is good to know 
that this veteran in the cause is about to make 
a lecturing tour through the Western States. 
For thirty years he has faced the enemy’s fire, 
the unflinching champion of human liberty— 
and at length the day of victory dawns. 

In scores of grateful hearts the name of Wm. 
Lloyd Garrison is a synonym for all noble 
self-sacrifice and courage, and everywhere 
throughout his journeyings he will find warm 
hands of welcome awaiting him. 
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| 
THE AMERICAN UNION COMMIS- | The freed people are a distinct class: dis- 
SION 


This patriotic Pa i is the more to 


be praised that its beneficiaries are less prom- | 


ising than some others. It has undertaken, 
in the fulness of a Good Samaritan spirit, to 
help those who need help, with but few enqui- 
ries concerning the past, 
ties for the future. It is the supplement of 


the Freedmen’s Aid Commission, and should 
be its constant and close co-laborer. 

We have heard with some surprise of late 
that sundry of its agents, if not of its officers, 
are intimating that it ‘‘ will make no distine- 
tion on account of 
and blacks alike.” 


This 


color, but will aid whites 


assurance, as an indication of true 


American catholicity of spirit, is most grati- 
but as an indication of practical poli- 
For, the Freed- 
Aid Commission having undertaken a 
work, it 
other organization to come before the public 


fying ; 
cy can prove only a mistake. 
men’s 
an- 


specific is hardly courteous in 


with a proposal to undertake the same work, 
unless with entire frankness it shall show its 
superior fitness for the trust. There are no 
formal patents upon benevolent undertakings, 
but thereare courtesies of recognized certainty. 

But deeper than personal courtesies lie 
considerations of primary fitness. The Union 
Commission was formed in aid of the loyal 
(and especially the poor) whites of the border 
States. They were represented to have suf- 
fered severely by the war, many of them on 
account of unswerving loyalty, and as needy 
fellow-countrymen it ought to be only neces- 
The first 
appeals were generously responded to. An 
in 


sary to make their wants known. 


hundred thousand dollars were raised 


Boston in a short time, chiefly, it is 


of the late Mr. 


Everett and those who sympathized with him 


very 
understood, among friends 
in political views. 

But these loyal white Americans are not 
like loyal black They 


not slaves—have never been slaves—although 


the Americans. are 


f them have been and some still are 
to 


They have no more in common with the freed 


many of 


and desire continue to be slaveholders. 
people than the Irish have, if even so much. 
They are voters, citizens, indisputably Amer- 
ican citizens in the largest use of the word. 
They can with few embarrassments, compara- 
tively, address themselves to the 


their fortunes. 


and but few guaran- 


righting of | - 
| ready to enter them, we turn to our friends, 


tinct in their origin; unique in their status ; 


isolated in their prospects; with strongly 


marked idiosynecracies of character; with a 


relation, or rather a system of relations to the 
Republic which no white men share, or can 
share. 

It would be a novelty among administrative 
organization formed for one 


successes if an 


purpose should successfully add another so 
diverse: it may rather be expected that either 
the original purpose will be yielded, or the 
latter attempt will fail. 

If there were no Freedmen’s Aid Commis- 
sion at work, it might be harmless tomake an 


experiment; but as it is, we are sure the 


public will approve the good sense of the man 


agers of the Union Commission if they give 
no occasion for such criticism as an attempt 
to usurp the functions of another organization 


will be sure to elicit. 


CALL FOR HELP. 


We must frankly inform our friends that 
the Commission is in pressing need of money 
to extend and prosecute its work—that indeed 
a point has been reached beyond which we 
cannot move without an immediate and gener- 
eall. It 
that the work as already undertaken should 
Almost the 


South brings applications from the Superin- 


ous response to this is not enough 


be sustained. every mail from 


tendents of Education among the Freedmen, 


for teachers. These are needed chiefly in 


Arkansas, 
There are scores of experienced teachers—— 


Mississippi, Georgia and Texas. 


Christian men and women—ready and waiting 


to be sent wherever their labors are needed. 


Some of the applications for teachers have 


been accompanied with assurances of a sup- 


port after they reach the field; in some other 


instances a partial support has been promised ; 


on the other hand, some of the best teachers 


who have applied for appointments have 


offered their services gratuitously for three 


their expenses 


of 


the Commission 


and six months, providing 


could be paid; nevertheless in view the 


obligations already assumed, 
has not the means at hand to meet this press- 
ing demand of the work. 

With these fields before us, white already 
to the harvest—and these laborers, laborers of 
and self-sacrificing class, 


the most devoted 
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even to those who have done so much for this 
cause, and ask for the means needed at once 


for this work. And we urge our Auxiliary 


Societies to move in this matter at once. How 
many of these will each send the amount 
needed to place another teacher in the field ? 

From a letter just received from Brig. Gen’] 
Sprague, Ass’t Comm’r of the Freedmen’s 
Bureau, for Missouri and Arkansas, similar to 
appeals from other parts of the South, we 
make the following extract: 


I regard it as very important that good schools for 
colored children be established in the central part of 
this state—Missouri. More can be accomplished by 
prompt action now in occupying the ground, than by 
a much greater outlay of means and effort at any time 


in the future. 


TO THE FRIENDS OF THE FREED- 


MEN. 

The near approach of winter makes it im- 
perative that whatever is done for the suffer- 
ing freed people in the way of clothing be 
done speedily. Their wants are many. The 
sick, the aged, and the orphans stand specially 
in need. 

We would entreat the ladies interested in 
this cause, to use at once active and syste- 
matic measures for collecting clothing; ship- 
We would not, 
however, have money diverted from the treas- 


ping as directed elsewhere. 


ury for this purpose, as every dollar that can 


be raised is needed in the important work of 


sending out teachers. Second-hand clothing, 
especially for women and children, will be 
Send blankets, cloaks, 


shawls, shoes,—whatever can give warmth. 


very acceptable. 


If any will donate new cloth, our teachers 
will gladly instruct the women in making it 
into suitable garments. 

Ere long we trust the Freedmen will be able 
to meet these wants, but for the coming winter 
H. W. Coss, 

Gen. Agt. 


they must have help. 


WELL-GROUNDED APPREHENSION. 


In a recent editorial, Mr. Dana suggests 
some facts more pertinent than pleasant—to 
white Southern ears. His three years in the 
War Office have given his previous opinions 
of Southern society the confirmation of a wide 
and direct observation. No editor East or 
West, writes more ably or more conscien- 
tiously, and none upon the great political 
questions now stirring the country with equal 


intelligence and authority. 


Every intelligent 
voter in the Northwest should read regularly 
| the Chicago Rerustican. The extract below 
concludes a very able discussion of the pro- 
| penal educational condition of the right of 
| suffrage: 


The negroes are now all free. The efforts making 
| by the various commissions to educate the blacks, 
}and to educate black teachers, are not confined to 
those of tender years. The whole negro population 
will soon be enrolled as pupils in the schools; school 
houses for negro education will be opened in every 
neighborhood, and in a few years the negro man 
unable to read and write will be more of an exception 
than is the one that can now do both. Unless the 
| white people of the South bestir themselves to like 
| industry, the rising generation will reach manhood 
| with fewer illiterate blacks than whites. The South 
| has, therefore, an objection to any qualification for 
| voters which will make intelligence the standard. 
| The Northern adherents of universal suffrage affect a 
| horror of the ignorance of the negro; whilst their 
| Southern allies object to an educational standard, 
| lest it drive white men from the polls, and give suf 
| frage to the mass of better informed negroes. 


SPECIFIC TESTIMONY. 
| A correspondent of the Independent writes 
| from Nashville thus: 


| Whether black men shall be allowed to vote, our 
political leaders say is not practically before the pub- 
lic. Thereis a general disposition to waive any action 
upon this question at present. The interest in the 
colored people, however, is steadily increasing. Our 
| prejudices are breaking up and passing away. A 
large number of the blacks will rent ground next 
| fall, and raise crops for themselves. Property will 
thus gradually accumulate in their hands. They will 
sustain schools and ministers, and build school-houses 
and churches. They will rapidly surround themselves 
| with the comforts of life. It is surprising to notice 
| how fast they are learning to read and write. At 
| Knoxville there are 10,000 white people, and 200 of 
| their children going to school. There are 3.000 black 
people there, and 800 of them guing to school. The 
blacks have flourishing schools in operation at Chot- 
tanooga, at Athens, and Greenville; and they are 
ready to support teachers at Jonesboro’, Rogersville, 
| and other places. More of thesoldiers of the First and 
| Fortieth U. S. colored troops sign their names to the 
| pay-roll than of the Second and Third North Caro- 
lina, and a hundred per cent. more than in any rebel 
| white regiment raised in the State of Louisiana. In 
| five years’ time it is thought by many there will be 
| fewer colored people who cannot read and write 
their names, in the State, than of the whites; and if 
at that time it shall seem dangerous to allow the dis- 


| franchised rebels to vote, before this privilege shall 
| be extended to them, it may be insisted that all negro 
soldiers in the State, and all colored citizens within 
| our limits, who can read and write, shall also enjoy 
| the right of suffrage, on the principle that a loyal 
black man is at least as good, for all practical State 
purposes, as a rebel white man. 


| 
| 
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AMERICAN PREEDMEN'S AID COMMISSION. 


GENERAL OFFICE: 





OUR BOOK TABLE. 


We have before us a second edition, revised and 
enlarged, of Professor Griffith's Lessons 1n Evocv- | 444 Fourteenth St., above G, Washington, D.C. 
Ti0N. This volume will be warmly welcomed by | Jacos R. SHIPHERD, Secretary. 
teachers and students. The selections are fresh and | GEORGE C. Warp, Treasurer, : 

. . 56 Wall Street, New York. 
admirably adapted to draw out the elocutionary Pibaitt ici vt g 
powers of our youthful orators. The type is clear, EASTERN DEPARTMENT: 
and the binding strong and neat. We are indebted Office, 69 Nassau Street, New York. 


for this work to the firm of ADAMs, BLACKMER & , J. MILLER McKim, Secretary. 
Lyon, of this city. There are many who will be glad | @20RGE C. WaRD, Treasurer, 


, , : , “ 4 b 56 Wall Street. 

ar at 8 men intend to issue soon a 

oo es Ss Oa See © WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
collection of new dialogues. 


< Office, 25 Lombard Block, Chicago. 
THE MARTYRS AND HEROES OF ILLINOIS IN THE} 


GREAT REBELLION. Biographical Sketches, illus- } n, JOHN M. WALDEN, Secretary. 
trated with Portraits. Edited by James Barnet. | ROSWELL B. Mason, Treasurer. 
Chicago: Published by the Editor at 191 Lake-st Correspondence relating to the appointment and main- 
5 tenance of teachers and local agencies; to the collection 
This handsomely bound and finely printed volume | and shipment of stores; to the organization of local so- 
P ’ 2 P a . | cieties; and to all other similar details, should be ad- 
of nearly 800 8vo. pages is now ready for sale. | dressed to the Secretary of the Department within which 
No better tribute could be offered to our noble brave | the writer resides or proposes to act. 
who ‘fell by the way,” in the hard struggle now} Correspondence relating to the general policy of the 


a . 7 a ;...| Commission; or to questions of general concern; to- 
happily ended. Its literary merit forms an attractive | cether with all correspondence from Europe and the 
feature 


Some of the first men of talent in the States | Pacific Coast, should be addressed to the General Secre- 
of Illinois, lowa, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and | 


tary at Washington. 

» , : P . : .| Remittances from individuals and local organizations 
New York have here inscribed their memorials of | within either Department, should be addressed to the 
departed friends. We cannot find space to remark | Treasurer of the Department. 

a in = £ : -| Remittances from the Pacific Coast, from organizations 
upon the different sketches, further, than in that of} not auxiliary to either Department, and from localities 
Capt. Thompson, a coincidence of an affecting nature | beyond the limits of the United States, should be adres- 
is portrayed, showing, that while this heroic soldier is sed to the General Treasurer at New York. 
laying down his life for his country, a brother, afar off | The prompt, earnest, and effective co-operation of all 
in a heathen land, is offered up as a sacrifice in theser- | friends of the American Freedmen is respectfully in- 
vice of his Master, Jesus Christ. We would say to our | Vited. 
readers, that the * loyal and the brave’’ are specially | 
interested in securing copies of this book, that thesee| CASH RECEIPTS FOR SEPTEMBER. 
names of brave men may be handed down and | 













































remembered when we are no more. The profits on | ' , Allimois. 
copies ordered through this office (or by direction of Apple River, M. BB. GIR. .ccccerecccnscosscsnenesesegscseseses $9 50 
the senders) will be given in aid of the Freedmen | Ausable, N.S. Pres. ch - 19 70 
Offers like this are not made every day. See adver-| Belvidere................... 56 43 
tisement at end of receipts. a oe agg aa 8 4 
edarville, J. H. A... oi le 

cN i ve > visi | Chicago, cash .............. -- 81 30 
THE NATION is one of our most welcome visitors. | aes Reynolds “100 00 
Filled as it is with thoughts on the most momentous | “ E. Anthony... 5 00 
questions of the hour, from the pens of our most | - Geo. Armour. voces -0e 100 00 
thoughtful writers, this journal cannot fail of success. fl, yet hy’ _ = = 
D. T. Allen, Esq., its energetic and gentlemanly | “« FA. Doolittle. a 5 00 
agent, is working untiringly to further its circulation | e C. S. Munn. euopevsas eqeesnees - 50 
throughout the West, and holds himself ready to| . A gag hare o . = = 
attend to all orders for subscription—No. 25 Lombard “ Colored School, south side.. ” 98 90 
Block. “ Meeting at Bryan Hall..... «. 200 
s L. Rossiter.. eo sdamee - 10 00 
_Our thanks are due to Thomas w. Conway, Esq., | Cherry Walley. Semnes Eddy... .... 400 
Gen. Superintendent of the Freedmen of Louisiana, | “ M. E. ch.. add’l.. . 10 
for a copy of the FINAL REPORT OF THE BUREAU | Coyncil Hill, M. E. ch.,add’l .... . 26 00 
OF Free Labor, IN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE | Dongola, by Rev. G. Phillips ......... . 810 
GULF. | Dover, Union meeting......... 0000+ . 17 80 
THE ATLANTIC for October contains many interest- | ners eee vicinity a ~ 
ing articles. In addition to the prose there are poems | Pe] mWoO0d oo. sox soz soe coe -eseee ene "15 20 
by Holmes, Brownell and Longfellow. The serials’ Freeport 7 . 85 24 
, 4 - we »’ | Freedom, by Rev. R. W .. .- 29 00 
seem to be drawing to a close. Coupon Bonds | Galesburg, N. S. Pres. ch .. ‘41 69 
terminates with a happy moral, whereby we hope | ts Universalist ch . . 42 25 
“Taddy” will hereafter be the gainer. Miss Prescott | ie Grace CN........-..+ 8 00 
gives us a highly colored story of Southern life; and Granville, — as - - 
the ‘‘ Needle and Garden” winds up with the ringing | Greenville — ee = 24 00 
of wedding bells. Dis -<icrscanants seoes 121 35 
vicinity 2 00 
Our Youne Fo.ks for October is as usual enter- | pan than . 00 
taining and instructive. Even “‘ Our Old Folks” read | Lafayette .. 14 40 

. . . . . . > iri ‘4 
it with interest, and its coming is always welcome. | okt oy eye = 4 
Pastors, Superintendents of Sunday Schools and | Lewiston........... 16 80 
Bible Class Teachers, before selecting Sunpay | Leland ........ 5 00 
ScHooL Lessons FOR 1866, will do well to correspond | Light House 10 00 
with “‘Rev. J. H. Vincent, P. O. Drawer 6216, | Lincoln ............. _ seese sesseses ee renee 62 30 
Chicago, 1)1.,”” who will be glad to inform them of a | * German Evangelical! ch.. 10 00 
new and beautiful course of Sunday School study for | Lockport, T. H. ADDOE...........ccseseceseeee — ceees 5 00 
one year. | Maldem, Gong. Cbi...-....-ccvsessseece 35 14 
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Monmouth, 


Nora 
- and Chelsea, Ww Wesleyan ch. 
Palatine 
Peru, Cong. ch... 
Roscoe, M. E. ch.. 
Rockford 


Shannon 
Snachwine ..... 
Specie Grove.. 
J. K. Lee Baron... 
Seabee. 
Tremont 
West Jersey . 
Wyoming 
Young America 
Zion, M. E. ch 


Wisconsin. 


CS en 
Arlington, Pres. ch.. 
Saraboo, M. E. ch. 
Union meeting 
T. D Lang....... 
8. Hartley. 
Dr. 5. P. Kezerta 
M. J. Droun. 
I, 8 .. FD secverounecs 
Dr. Charles Cowles 
sd Cash . 
Bristol, camp meeting. 
Center, Christian ch.. 
First © adh ch 
Centralia 
Emerald Grove 
Fall River, M. E. ch ..... 
Footville, M E.ch a 
Genoa, 8. 8., by W. J. M 
Horicon.. seemmegenenaans 
Jefferson. 
Kroughville 
Kinnick kK innick, by A. Gibson.. 
Lodi, M. E. ch. 

* H A. Dwinnell 
Lowville, Pres. ch 
Menomonee, Mrs. B. Bassett. 
Middleton, M. E. ch 

- Cash 
Otsego .... 
- 8s. 


Pa'myra 
Pyouette, M. 


Rio, Cong. ch 

Kio Station 

Sheboygan F alls. . 

Tracy, by A. Gibson....... 

Union, General meeting. 

Utica, Seventh Day B _ ch.. 

Utter’s Corners, M. E. 

Verona, Union mnesting cove 

Waupon 

Waterloo “ 

Ww yocena, Union meeting ‘ 
d “ 


H. Converse.. 


_ 


— it 


bt tt tt 
SBoOaocaKacn 
' 


. 8 
~ §@ 
- 22 6 


| Saratoga, F, A. 


| Illinois... piche biccidaaniatciniitinds 
| Wisconsin. «- 493 07 


SND scesnccusenioninanneseen 


Hot mpoSop 


| ILLINors. 





Iowa. 


Bethel, M. E. ch... $26 00 
Big Grove.... . 10 00 
Cedar Falls, Pres. ‘ch - 1200 
Mrs. M. E. 4 20 00 
Keokuk, United Pres. ch 
‘ Joke Hiner 
©. Obertoss. 
F. Kramer . ‘ 
Ba rt. 
Ss. 
La Grange, F. f 
Mount Pleasant, F. A. 
Moneka .. 
Quasqueton.. 


‘Ss. Py, Wm. Farquhar. 
., by Rev. J. W. 


Red Oak 


Minnesota. 
| eee 16 00 
Maine, 


| Brunswick, Narcessa Stone 


Cash items 


Recapitu ulation. 
--- $2063 79 


Iowa -. 254 05 


| Minnesota.. ‘ 16 00 


100 00 

1156 80 

BREE csccccneenecstn cesesecstoonstatvosanence $4083 71 71 
RoswE.t B. Mason, Treasurer. 


RECEIPTS OF STORES DURING 
SEPTEMBER. 


Amboy eosncenneveees 

Bloomington 

Chatham 

Evanston 

Hyde Park 

Homer... 

Lee Center 

Northville.. 

Ottawa ‘ 

W vodstock 
WISCONSIN. 

Appleton........ 
MICHIGAN. 

GEES ccscntssosnsseenenenee gquomeeusnccense 
lowa. 

Eddyville 1 

Le Grand 1 


_ 
=~ 
-@ 

Fr 
= 
wR 
i} 


ee 


15 packages 


RECAPITULATION. 
BURIED 22. cece crccvcese coscvepecsccous secoesccesocenee ll packages. 
Wisconsin os 5 
Michigan... 





The MARTYRS and HEROES of ILLINOIS in the Great Reelin: 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.—EDITED BY JAMES BARNET. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH SPEAKING LIKENESSES. 


‘A grateful memorial volume.”’— Chicago Tribune. 


“ A stray leaf of Illinois story that will by and by make history.”"— Chicago Journal. 


Price: In cloth, $3.50; library style, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges and sides, $5.50. 
Sent free by mail on receipt of price, by Jas. Barner, Publisher, 191 Lake Street, Chicago. 


i> In order that the Commission may be aided by the sale of the small edition of this book, the Pub- 
lisher will donate $1 off every copy ordered through the BULLETIN Office, or by request of the senders. It 


is hoped that $500 may thus be given to this noble charity. 


The buyers will be the gainers. 
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ANDREWS & BIGELOW, 


Manufacturers, Publishers, and Wholesale Dealers in 


Outline Maps, School Furniture, 
PHILOSOPHICAL AND SCHOOL APPARATUS; 


Embracing Globes, Tellurians. Orreries, Object Teaching Forms, Geometrical 
and Arithmetical Solids, Numeral Frames, Liquid Slate tor 
Black Boards. etc., etc. 

Pousisners of Camp’s Series of Geocrapuies and Mappine PLateEs, designed 
eXpressly to accompany Mitchell's Vutiine Maps. 

Cuarts and Tasiets of every variety; among which are Payson, Dunton 
& Scribner's Writing Tablets, set of 4. 

Boston Primary Schoo! Tablets, set of 10. In short, ail the appurten- 

Colton’s Geographical Cards, set of 6, ete. ances of the School-room. 

Descriptive Catalogues, with price lists, furnished on application. 








ES 
Also, Special Circular, descriptive of Mrrcue..’s OUTLINE Maps, Camp’s GeoGrapuies, and Mapping Plates. Address 


CROSBY'S OPERA HOUSE, 6S WASHINGTON ST., CHICAGO. 


MATTESON HOUSE, 


Corner of Dearborn and Randolph Streets, 


CHICAGO. 


OE 


ROBERT HitLlL, Proprietor. 


THE NATION, 


A Weekly Journal of Politics, Literature, Science and Art. 
An Advocate of the Rights and Interests of the National Freedmen. 


An uncompromising advocate of temperate but advanced opinions in the departments 
of political ethics, and of sound criticism. 


TERMS---$3 per year; $2 for six months. 


CANVASSERS WANTED for the Western States. 


Address DANIEL T. ALLEN, General Western Agent, P. O. Box 2747, Chicago, 
Illinois. Office with A. F. A. Commission, 25 Lombard Block. 


JOSEPH H. RICHARDS, Publisher, New York, 


Late of “The Independent.” 


DOGGETT, BASSETT & HILLS, 
Manufacturers and Wholesale Dealers in 


Having Enlarged our Premises, 


NOS. 29 & 31 LAKE STREET, COR. WABASH AVENUE, 
To meet the requirements of our Trade, we invite the attention of CASH BUYERS to our 
large stock of FIRST-CLASS WORK of the Best Eastern and 
OUR OWN CHICAGO MANUFACTURE, 
NOW READY FOR FALL TRADE. 

DOGGETT, BASSETT & HILLS, CHICAGO, ILL. 
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THE BEST CHILDREN’S PAPER IN AMERICA. 





Fiehting against Wrong and for the 
Good, the True, and the Beautiful. 


A FIRST-CLASS PAPER FOR 


BOYS AND GIRLS 


Published Monthly 
Terms: One Dollar a Year, in Advance. 


Specimen Number senc on receipt of Ten Cents. 
A beautiful Premium to every Subscriber. 


Mr. Sewell’s Paper is bright, sparkling and promising, both in typography and contents, 
It already excels every children’s paper that we know of in this country.— Chicago Evening Journal. 

We cannot say too much in favor of this beautiful paper.—Bryan [O.] Union Press. 

The children will be better and happier from reading 1t.—Henry [1U.] Courier. 


numbers before us, Tue Litrite Corporat is destined 


Judging from the appearance of the 
of America.—Forney’s Philadelphia Daily Press. 


to become the great Children’s Pap 
Address, ALFRED L. SEWELL, 
Care of Dunlop, Sewell & Spalding, 
CHICACO, ILL. 





MUNSON, SKINNER & CO., 


140 Lake Street, Chicago, 


STATIONERS, PRINTERS, 


Hlank Hook Mlanuiacturers and Paper Dealers. 


a A 


We have constantly on hand, a full and complete stock of general Stationery, comprising 
every article required in the 


OFFICE or COUNTING-ROOM. 


Account Books of every description, on hand or made to order, of every desired style or 


pattern of Ruling, Printing and Binding. 
Our facilities are unsurpassed for the execution of all varieties of 


COMMERCIAL PRINTING 


With the utmost neatness and despatch. 
Cards, Billheads and Circulars furnished at the shortest notice. 
GOLD PENS, a complete assortment, received directly from the most celebrated 
manufacturers, and EVERY PEN WARRANTED FOR THREE MONTHS. 
Paper and Envelopes. We offer a full assortment of rLat Papers, of all weights, 
for Binders’ and Printers’ use; also Caps, Letters, Notes, and Bill and Legal Caps, of every 


kind and variety, at WHOLESALE and RETAIL. 
Our Papers and Envelopes we are receiving directly from the mills, and our variety is 


unsurpassed in the city. MUNSON, SKINN NER & CO. 
JAMES BARNET, PRINTER, 191 LAKE STREET, CHICAGO. 














